From The Desk of the Executive Director

As I begin my first “From the Desk” note as your new Executive Director, I speak for our entire

Association in thanking Lori and Steve Manske and Denise and Jerry Sonnenberg for the wonderful job they did in co-hosting the St Louis reunion. From beginning to end it was a special experience with something for everyone. We visited the Scott AFB control tower and had the opportunity to talk with some of today's sharp young Air Traffic Controllers. The AFNIC museum was filled with relics of the past, with more than one of us probably saying, “I don't just remember that equipment, I remember when it was the latest thing!” And, of course, we had tours, special meals, golf, riverboats, and the ever popular, always busy hospitality room.

As I assume the Executive Director duties, I owe special thanks the outgoing director, Stan Phillips for the great work he's done over the past four years. Our organization has been blessed with outstanding leadership and Stan headed up a Board of Directors that has moved the Association forward in ways too numerous to count. Thanks again, Stan.

To our members, I thank you for your confidence in electing me to the Executive Director position and I'll certainly do my best to see to it that our group continues to reflect the desires of its members. As successful as we've been, no organization can hope to move forward if it never changes. If you have ideas for improving the Association, feel free to drop me a letter or email me at dwdonnell@verizon.net. Also, we're always looking for people who would like to serve

as committee members or members of the Board of Directors. Let me know if you'd like to help out in a leadership role.

Finally a little bit about my background. My parents were “Don” and Nancy Donnell. Dad had a 32 year Air Corps/Air Force career and served as Executive Director of the Association in 1983/4. He was very active with the group until he passed away in 1991. Mom continued to attend the reunions, never missing one until shortly before her death in 2009 and was very proud of the Association's Life Achievement Award she received in 2004. 

I was born in 1951 at Clark AFB where my father was stationed and started my career in the comm world very early on, as my birth certificate has “1961st AACS” typed in the margin! I entered the Air Force in 1972 through the ROTC program at the University of Nebraska, and remained in a communications AFSC from my time as a student in the basic Comm Officer's Course at Keesler until my retirement in 2001. During those 29+ years, I had assignments in both fixed and tactical comm, including tours in Thailand and Germany, and a number of stateside bases including Griffiss, Scott (AFCC Headquarters), and Loring. I'm still involved in the command and control business, working as a contractor at the Pentagon.

I look forward to serving as your Executive Director.

Doug Donnell

Executive Director
